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The First World War, the foundational event of the modern world, was examined in the
research project, ‘A Trans-disciplinary Study of the First World War’, conducted at the
Institute from 2007 to 2015. A vital question to be inquired next: What kind of modern world
emerged out of ashes of the First World War? In tackling this question, a comprehensive
reconsideration of the Second World War, another global convulsion within twenty years since
the end of the first, is absolutely essential.

The research project attempts to draw a fresh and updated overall picture of this traumatic
catastrophe with an emphasis on the human factors. As Ian Kershaw points out, the Second

World War was ‘a war of apocalyptic proportions’, which certainly brought ‘an assault on



humanity unprecedented in history’. Especially the genocidal mass murder of Europe’s Jews
was ‘the lowest point of mankind’s descent into the abyss of inhumanity’. Therefore the task,
raised by Timothy Snyder, 'turning the numbers back into people', is acutely posed to all of
us as researchers and humanists. Human perspectives adopted by the project could be

meaningful in challenging this formidable task.
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