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Evolution of the Indian Ontology in the Cyclic Image: Focusing around the Development

Process from Ritualistic Thoughts to Philosophical Views
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Since the first millennium BCE, Indian people have developed viewpoints for understanding
how the world and living things exist, especially involving a cyclic image, such as viewpoints
that "the world repeats its emersion and destruction forever” or that "all living things are in a
continual cycle of birth and death." From those, they have yielded the methodology of
"reincarnation" based upon the notion of karmic retribution, as well as that of "cosmological
cycle of four Yugas" apparently inspired by periodicity of the natural world. The former is the
representative methodology regarding living (including human) beings, and the latter
concerning the world which encompasses the lives. Cognate thoughts about the way of

existence were spread to many Asian countries/regions by dissemination of Buddhism and



Hinduism which functioned as conveyors of Indian thoughts, and, subsequently, culture and
society of each countries/regions including Japan were deeply influenced by them. The "cyclic
image" upon which the thoughts in question are commonly based, however, has been paid
little attention by scholars, because of the tendency that they explore both the methodologies,
of existence of living things and that of the world, separately. In this research project, we
attempt to clarify what was the process of emersion and evolution of the "Indian ontology in
the cyclic image," in which both the types of methodology are meaningfully integrated and
related to each other. This research will provide fresh insights into the socio-cultural basis

common among South, East, and Southeast Asian countries/regions.
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