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The purpose of this study is to examine the intersection between modern Chinese and
Japanese philosophical thoughts and their practices during the 1910s and 1930s. The
methodological characteristic of this study is to examine under the schema 1) of the reception
and development of Western philosophy, and 2) of the conservative school and revolutionary
school.

In the case of China, we will focus on the opposition to Western philosophy and the
ideologies of the empires in the streams of thought such as liberal democracy of positivists
and cultural revivalism of New Confucians, and unveil their Chinese elements. In the case of

Japan, we will focus on the “Kyoto School” and the philosophy of Kuwaki Genyoku and



others, highlight the Japanese elements of their opposition to Western philosophy, and
compare them with the characteristics of Chinese philosophy.

In contrast to the conservative school mentioned above, this study will broaden its
perspective to the revolutionary school. The development of Chinese and Japanese Marxist
philosophy, focusing on the thoughts and practices of Japanese Marxists and Chinese
revolutionaries who learned from them, will also be included in the scope of this research. In
this way, we will examine synchronically the similarities and differences between revivalism
and Japanism of the conservation school, as well as between communism and socialism of the

revolutionary school in China and Japan, and examine their characteristics.
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