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A study of communication tools in Tibet: Continuity, transition, and expandability of the

letter culture in Tibet
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There are two types of letters in Tibetan civilization: letters as literature written in verse based
on the Indian Buddhistic style and letters as correspondences written in prose. The second
group includes various sub-types of letters written by priests, political documents, letters
attached to relief supplies to temples, etc. Characteristics of these letters vary in the period,
purpose and the writer's social background, which represents style and format. This study will
examine the historical significance of letters in Tibet by classifying and analyzing letters

belonging to various periods. This study will also discuss the position of letters in modern



Tibetan society by comparing the characteristics of letters to alternative communication tools
such as e-mail and SNS. Through these attempts, this study will examine the role of letters as
a medium of communication in a historical context and review Tibetan society from a

multifaceted perspective.
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