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I wish to reflect on modern Japan's religion and culture. “Religion” here refers to Buddhism,
Christianity, state Shinto, sect Shinto (Konkoky6, Kurozumikyo, Tenrikyo, Omotokyé), and
the world of popular beliefs. “Culture” refers not merely to arts, crafts, music, literature, film,
and entertainment, but to their engagement with politics, society, education and life. This is
culture in the broadest sense. And I hope to complicate the problem of religion and culture.
The issues here are many and diverse: hymns by samurai on the losing side in the civil war;
state Shinto and educational ceremonies and folk culture; the Shirakaba school, Yanagi Soetsu,
Blake and Christianity; and the world of Kyoto painting and Honganji inter alia. In order to
approach the beliefs of the people at large, [ adopt the methods of people's history and of
religious history. Finally, I plan to use the “religion and culture” angle to get at the modern

emperor system.
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