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Chinese Laity’ s View of Buddhism: Reading the Expanded Collection of the
Propagation of Light compiled by Daoxuan in the Tang
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Based on the methodology and results conducted by “Buddhist Sutras and
Doctrines for the Chinese Laity” (2016-20), this projects attempt to shed a new
light on the acutal situation of Buddhist Laity in medieval China. As Chinese
Buddhism underwent various developments between the fourth and seventh
centuries, not only monastics but also laypeople played a large role. Although
we can learn about the sutras and treatises studied by monastics through the
entire Buddhist canon that is extant today, with regard to lay Buddhists,
various questions remain unexpectedly difficult to answer, such as: To what
extent did laypeople possess knowledge of Buddhism? On what points was that
knowledge similar to and different from the knowledge held by monastics? Were

there any shared likes and dislikes of particular Buddhist scriptures and ideas



among laypeople? Previous seminars held in this institute studied texts such as
the Zhao lun and Hongming ji in order to understand the Buddhism of
intellectuals and ordinary people during the Six Dynasties, Sui, and Tang
periods. The present research seminar aims to continue this line of inquiry,
taking as its main source text the Expanded Collection of the Propagation of
Light (Guang hongming ji, 7th c.) - in which the compiler Daoxuan gathered the
writings of many lay Buddhists - in order to clarify the real conditions of lay

Buddhism in China.
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