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This study focuses mainly on Chinese Buddhist art, and considers the relationship between
religious art and society in East Asia based on actual examples.
Our institute had produced an impressive amount of scholarship on Buddhist art, the most

exemplary of which being the works on Chinese grottoes by Mizuno Seiichi and Nagahiro



Toshio. Continuing the tradition of these forerunners, the seminar group “Buddhist
sculptures and their inscriptions in the Longmen Caves of the Northern Dynasties” was
organized from 2017 to 2021 with the aim of contributing to the development of a research
foundation that meets the international research standards of today. Specifically, by utilizing
the newly confirmed rubbing materials of the Longmen Grottoes from the institute, members
from the seminar group checked the content of the inscriptions, and evaluated them in light
of their accompanying sculptures. Over half of the extant cases from the Northern Dynasties
had been thoroughly discussed and checked in this manner.

A few heretofore understudied factors came to light as a result of our study. Proceeding from
a study of such art historical questions as style, iconography and the construction process of
sculptures, it is further necessary to understand the role of societal factors such as the social
level of the patron, their status as laymen or monks, gender, kinship and origin in the shaping
of religious expressions. Chinese Buddhist sculptures provides rich textual information , and
our study with such a societal perspective provides a particularly effective model for the study
of religious art.

This current study continues to focus on inscriptions from the Longmen Caves of the
Northern Dynasties to the Tang period and the textual information for the study of Chinese
Buddhist art. Meanwhile, with “relationship with the society” as a common theme, the group
members will present their research to broaden members’ horizons on religious art in East
Asia in general as well as to deepen discussions by introducing various examples. By
integrating the two aspects, we aim to accumulate basic materials that will be a common
property of academia, to acquire new perspectives that can be widely applied in the study of

cultural relics, and to generate fruitful research results.
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