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This project will focus on things that generate knowledge. Usually, we assume knowledge to
be intellectual information processed inside our brains. However, knowledge is always
mediated by things. Humankind has created knowledge by using their hands to manipulate
natural products. In modern society, knowledge is produced through complex machines. In
the natural sciences, things such as instruments, model organisms, and specimens are used as
the media to produce knowledge. Knowledge of society is also accumulated as information on
paper and in computers. The network of things and knowledge constructs the order and
structure of our living world. It means that the network of things is now the environment of
humankind. This project tries to clarify what kind of environment things are creating and how

such an environment has changed our lives. Based on various approaches from the humanities,



we focus on the natural sciences, engineering, and social sciences and also deepen

consideration of knowledge production in the humanities using a self-referential approach.
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2024.7.15 ‘Science Wars’ in East Asia Workshop All the Sciences Under One Roof:
Shimomura Torataré’s War on ‘Japanese Science’ 7% Yasuhiro Okazawa
Science is the War of the Intellect’: Nishi Amane’s Sociology of Knowledge in
Early Meiji Japan 3% Hansun Hsiung Durham University Civilization vs.
Essence-Function (Tiyong): Tianyan lun (On Heavenly Evolution) and the Post-
1895 Debate on the Primacy of Science versus Technology ### Sean Hsiang-
lin Lei Academia Sinica Which Science? Interpreting Choe Han-Gi in the Two
Koreas from the 1960s to the Early 1990s £33 Jaehwan Hyun Pusan National
University Epistemology of the Spectral: Spirit Photography and the Chinese
Enlightenment #3# Menglan Chen Harvard University
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2024.11.9 International Workshop, Things, Organism, and Environment: East Asian

Biological Technologies Making unruly ocean smart: smart aquaculture projects in

South Korea ¥## Seulgi Lee KAIST The Birth of ""Weeds""? An Attempt at a

History of Beings and a Concept ¥ % # Soto Tsuruta Osaka University
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Defining ""Clean Seas"" between the United States and Japan: The Transpacific
Politics of Shellfish Sanitation in Post-1945 Hiroshima Bay #%&3% Kjell Ericson
FSERE Sweeping Net: History of Body Practices in Insect Collecting #63#
Akihisa Setoguchi Resourceful Creativity, or #%Y: socioecological evolution of
papermaking with tak in late Choson %33 Jung Lee Ewha Womans University
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2025.2.17 Monopolizing Knowledge: The East India Company and Britain’s Second Scientific
Revolution (CCEWFZERIBF AT AR B & Hefl)  FEXRFH Jessica Ratcliff
Cornell University
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