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The Expanded Collection of the Propagation of Light (Guang hongming ji) compiled in 664
CE, is a collection of short Buddhist texts from the fourth to the first half of the seventh
centuries (i.e., the Six dynasties, Sui and early Tang periods). This research aims to conduct
a close examination of the views and approaches of lay Buddhists (specifically royalty and
aristocrats) to these texts, contrasting them with those of ordained monks.

Buddhism underwent various developments in China. While most Buddhist works were

nn

composed by ordained monks,"" from another perspective, lay persons also played a



constructive role. In particular, the special features of the laity are discernible in the
relationship between Buddhism and the secular world as well as the connection between
Buddhist texts and non-Buddhist texts including Confucian and Daoist writings and other
traditional literary works. On the other hand, it is highly possible that lay persons could not
access certain types of texts such as the monastic codes (vinaya in Sanskrit) and in-depth
exegetical and commentarial texts. Whether or not the laity had preferences for certain types
of scriptures is an open question, and one which remains to be fully elucidated. This project

attempts to shed new light on the actual history and nature of lay Buddhism in medieval China.
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