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In the humanities and social sciences, heterodoxy has been an important research theme that

encompasses a wide range of fields, including religion, philosophy, art, and science. For



example, , in the history of ideas, Masao Maruyama organized a study group on orthodoxy
and heterodoxy , and in history and anthropology, Carlo Ginzburg and Talal Asad have
conducted research on heterodoxy. In the 1970s, researchers from the departments of the
Humanities, Japanese Studies, and Oriental Studies of our Institute formed a research group
on heterodox movements. As a result of this research, in 1974, a volume entitled Research on
the Heterodox Movements edited by Yuji Aida and Kenjiro Nakamura was published. Based
on these previous studies, in this research group, led by young and mid-career researchers
from the departments of Humanities and Oriental Studies, we embarked on a reconsideration
our respective research fields from the perspective of heterodoxy . The topics considered by
this research group are wide-ranging. They include but are not limited to: Sangai-kyo
(Sanjiejao), which was suppressed as “heterodox” during the Sui and Tang dynasties, the
stupas and rituals that developed independently on the periphery of Confucian norms from
the Han dynasty onwards, Jansenism in France in the 17th and 18th century, accusations of
witchcraft in colonial Africa , the development of organic agriculture as an alternative to
scientific agriculture, and ideological conflicts in social movements in Japan. By examining
various forms of heterodoxy in a wide range of regional and temporal contexts, we will explore
the uniqueness of each case as well as the universality underlying them. At the same time, we
will shed light on aspects of the tensions that exist between orthodoxy and heterodoxy,
exclusion and inclusion, conflict and interdependence, and between centralized power and its
periphery. Furthermore, this research group aims to serve as a foundation for deepening
mutual understanding of our respective research areas and to collectively consider the future

direction of the humanities through lively discussion and dialogue.
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