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The aim of this research seminar is to explore the history of modern and contemporary China
from various perspectives by adding the element of "information". While historians of later
generations know the cause-and-effect relationships and consequences of historical events,
historical figures do not necessarily have access to a chronological sequence of events, nor do
they have access to accurate information. Consequently, we often find them making decisions
or acting without information in the first place, or misunderstanding the information they do
have . This is true whether they are ordinary citizens, intellectuals, or national leaders. Studies

that have considered this element of information transmission (including misinformation)



and information manipulation are scarce, but such studies have significant potential. The
question that must be asked is under what kind of information environment the various social
changes, movements, and revolutions in modern and contemporary China developed, and
how those who controlled "information" influenced the occurrence and progress of historical
events. The purpose of this study is, so to speak, to look at China through the transparent
medium of "information." This perspective will enable us to combine the "historical fact-
finding" approach to history, which focuses on what happened on a particular day and place,
with the "interpretative" approach to history, which focuses on the "reported facts" after they

have passed through the information screen .
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