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Research Topic

Rethinking “Japanese Asianism”
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Summary of Objectives

(Approx. 400 characters)

The East Asian Community concept, consisting of a trade bloc that included Japan, China, and South Korea, grew out of a number
of new international phenomena that emerged in the 1990s, such as the rise of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN). During this period, groundbreaking research on postwar Asianism began including Hiroyuki Hoshiro’s “The rise and
fall of Japan’s regional diplomacy: 1952-1966” (Bokutakusha, 2008). In addition, research on prewar Asianism made great strides
with the publication of a book written by Masataka Matsuura, “Why Did the Greater East Asia War Happen?” (Minervashobo,
2010), and another book edited by Matsuura, “What Does Asianism Tell Us?” (Minervashobo, 2013). However, the momentum for
the East Asian Community concept rapidly waned owing to the tensions that erupted between Japan and South Korea and
between Japan and China in 2012. Moreover, with the subsequent confrontation between the US and China, Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, and North Korea’s missile launches, the world seems to be witnessing a new Cold War. Dreams of a revival in Asianism
in the real world no longer seem feasible and research on this subject is declining. However, in times like these, we have to
reexamine the concept and analytical framework of Asianism by organizing the accumulated research on Japanese Asianism and
incorporating new issues. It is also an opportunity to reconstruct the concept of Asianism with its various possibilities.
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