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Research Topic

The Central Eurasian World in the Manchu-Language Archives
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Summary of Objectives
(Approx. 400 characters)

This research project focuses on the Qingdai Xinjiang Manwen dang’an huibian i& #2524, a comprehensive 283-
volume compilation of Manchu-language archival documents related to Qing-period Xinjiang, drawn from the holdings of the
First Historical Archives of China. It will also utilize related documents held by the National Palace Museum in Taipei. This
project aims to clarify the historical background of the Great Qing Empire's advance into the Central Eurasian region, particularly
present-day Xinjiang, as well as the social structures of the nomadic and oasis agricultural populations living there under Qing
rule and the realities of Qing governance over them.

By utilizing previously undeciphered Manchu archival materials as a foundation, this project aims to clarify the actual conditions
and interrelationships of the nomadic and agricultural peoples of this region and reveal new historical facts that will
fundamentally challenge the existing frameworks of conventional research. Together with philological research, this project will
also compile a text database, and a GIS base map of geographical information extracted from the archival materials, to create a

foundation for continued use of Manchu archival materials in historical research.
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