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Period of Activity

April 2025 - March 2028
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Research Topic

Socio-economic foundations of ancient traffic in Inner Asia based on Chinese and non-Chinese sources
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Summary of Objectives
(Approx. 400 characters)

This collaborative research project examines the traffic networks and economic foundations of Inner Asia in the pre-Islamic
period. The so-called “Continental Silk Road” was a system established through the postal system and clerical administration and
was mainly maintained by oasis polities surrounding desert regions by means of taxation and forced labour, generating
commercial interests. Neighbouring civilisations and nomadic groups utilized the network to negotiate with or intervene in local
societies, sometimes by dominating or integrating them in the political, military or economic milieu.

Using the latest academic results since publication of the book Written Materials Excavated from the Sands (Itaru TOMIYA ed.,
2001), the project shall reconsider the change in traffic routes that passed through the Pamirs, the Hindukush, and the Tianshan
Mountains by comparing classical sources and unearthed socio-economic documents written in several languages. The topics in
focus are the development of local economies, the operation of road maintenance as well as the respective taxation. From a 21st
century perspective, it aims at providing useful knowledge to enhance the harmonious co-existence of various cultures and
societies in Eurasia.
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Planned Meetings, etc.

8-10 Times / Year, 3rd Saturday of each month, 13:00-17:00
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