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This research project sets out to devise innovative methods for studying the history of the Japanese language by gaining a deep
understanding of existing methodologies.

Dramatic advances are being achieved today in the methods used to research Japanese linguistic history, driven primarily by the
ongoing creation and public release of various databases.

To use such databases effectively, however, it is essential to first reflect on the question of what using databases for linguistic
analysis actually entails. This project is aimed at identifying the methods used in studying the history of the Japanese language,
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with a focus on the methods currently in use, and reexamining those methods with a critical eye. The research group’s work will
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pp ) be open to public scrutiny in the hope of raising awareness about these methodological issues across the Japanese linguistics

community.

The significance of this research project is in revisiting the true purpose of Japanese language studies through a deep exploration
of the methodologies used in studying the history of the Japanese language. Given its focus on research methods, this project has
the potential to intersect with broader debates in scientific methodologies, extending its relevance beyond just linguistics.
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