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Research Topic

A Study of Writings in Ancient China: Focusing on the bamboo slips from Chu
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Summary of Objectives

(Approx. 400 characters)

This study focuses on bamboo slips (Chu slips) excavated recently in the Chu region. The slips come from the Warring States
period (mid-5th century BCE to 221 BCE) and the aim of the study is to clarify the actual state of writing (such as script style,
character forms, and notation) in ancient China. Another goal is to reconstruct the history of written Chinese and to elucidate its
features.

In recent years, the discovery of numerous Chu slips has made it possible to conduct a detailed examination of writing practices
during the Warring States period. These slips reveal many aspects of writing, such as a diverse yet consistent script style, along
with distinctive character forms and notations shaped by the linguistic features of the language and aesthetic demands and other
factors. Additionally, they offer insights into the diachronic evolution of these practices. By comparing these findings with
materials from other regions and situating them within the broader historical development of Chinese characters, this study aims
to shed light on how the people of ancient China used writing to record their language and how these practices evolved over time.
Ultimately, it seeks to offer a new perspective on the relationship between humans and writing.
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