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Summary of Objectives
(Approx. 400 characters)

In early modern Japan, bakuryo were distributed nationwide and were equivalent to small or medium-sized domains in terms
such as rice yield, area, and population. However, they were ruled over by a small number of samurai under a unique system that
differed from that of the larger domains. Thus, a distinctive society emerged that differed from that in the domain territories.

The aim of the current study is to develop a theory of bakuryo society by examining bakuryo throughout Japan. In specific terms,
this work will report on individual studies comparing the bakuryo, domains, fiefs of the Gosankyo, and fiefs of hatamoto, and it
will then present and discuss Seirei, a document once belonging to the Nakabayashi family of Echigo Province. Seirei is thought
to have been prepared by a group of governors organized to communicate, interpret, and exchange information on the decrees
and laws promulgated by the Shogunate’s office of financial and public affairs. As no similar documents have been identified to
date, our analysis of this document is expected to make a significant contribution to the advancement of the study of Japan’s early

modern history.
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