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Research Topic

Literary Theory and Conventions in Early Modern China
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Summary of Objectives
(Approx. 400 characters)

Many studies have been already conducted on Chinese literary theory and criticism prior to the Song period. While later periods
have also been the subject of considerable study, discussions on literary technique theory in these periods have received little
attention, especially among Japanese scholars. This study seeks to correct this research imbalance by focusing primarily on
literary theory in Early Modern China and considers the relationship among prose, poetry and literary conventions during these
periods.

To explore this issue, we will read Wenquan 322, a work by the Yuan Dynasty scholar Chen Yizeng Bif#®&and other literary
essays. Although Wenquan provides a wealth of knowledge on literary conventions, it does not reach a wide audience today. The
book draws on former literary theory and had no small influence on the literati in the Ming and Qing dynasties. That is why this
research group will study theories on literary conventions before and after the Yuan period through interpreting them.
Wenquan was circulated not only in China but also in Korea and Japan. Through close readings of this and related texts, the
primary objective is to explore the criteria for evaluating literary works and the spread of poetry and prose composition
techniques in Early Modern China. Additionally, the group members will also present their research to discuss the transmission

of these ideas across East Asia and interactions with other art forms.
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